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Speech and Language Webinar Module Training 

•Welcome and Webinar Introduction

•Birth to “School Start” Speech-Language Pathology 
Referral Checklist 

– Referral Guidelines for QCCN

•Resources 



Birth to “School Start” 
Speech-Language 

Pathology
Referral Checklist



Niagara Children’s Centre 
Preschool Speech and Language Program
• Provide speech and language service to children 

from birth to the September they are eligible to 
enter Year 1 Kindergarten 

•Regional service with satellites across Niagara
•Goals: Healthy Communication Skills for ALL 

children, Intervention, Identification and 
Education (prevention/promotion)

‘Early identification, early referral’



Eligibility for the Preschool Speech and Language 
Program 
•Children must live within the Niagara Region 

regardless of where they attend Child Care. 
•All children must be referred by August 31st of the 

year they are eligible to start Year One Kindergarten 
• Services in French will be available for families who 

meet French eligibility criteria 



Ways to Identify Speech and Language difficulties
QCCN Educators use a variety of tools/resources to 
help identify children with speech and language 
difficulties:
• QCCN Screening Tools – DPS and the Birth to “School Start” 

Speech-Language Pathology Referral Checklist (will refer to 
as “the Checklist”)

• Clinical observation
• Parent/guardian report
• Discussion with peers
• Resource Consultants
• Other



Speech & Language Skills
• Receptive Language – Understanding messages 

(vocabulary, concepts, grammatical structures, directions, 
stories, conversation)

• Expressive Language – Sending messages (both verbally 
and non-verbally)

– Form of Expressive Language (How being sent? )
– Content of Expressive Language (What is message about?)

• Speech Sound Production – Intelligibility of speech
• Social Communication (Pragmatics)– Social use of 

language (Why child is sending a message?)
• Fluency – Rate and flow of speech
• Voice/Resonance – Pitch, volume, quality of voice/hypo or 

hypernasal



Guidelines
for QCCN 
Referrals 
using the 
Niagara 
Children’s 
Centre Birth 
to School 
Start SLP 
Referral 
Checklist



QCCN Speech and Language Screening using the 
Checklist

Options:
1) Referral Checklist is initiated by the educator on the 

prescribed QCCN Schedule

2) Referral Checklist is initiated by the Educator outside the 
prescribed schedule (parent/guardian or Educator has 
concerns)

3) Parent/Guardian calls Niagara Children’s Centre Intake 
directly to make a referral (not preferred)







QCCN Consent to Complete Niagara Children's Centre Birth to 
School Start Speech-Language Pathology Referral Checklist



QCCN Consent to Complete Niagara Children's Centre Birth to 
School Start Speech-Language Pathology Referral Checklist



Niagara 
Children’s 
Centre Birth to 
School Start 
Speech-
Language 
Pathology 
Referral 
Checklist













What now?



Niagara 
Children’s 
Centre Birth to 
School Start 
Speech-
Language 
Pathology 
Referral Form 
for QCCN



Niagara 
Children’s 
Centre Birth to 
School Start 
Speech-
Language 
Pathology 
Referral Form 
for QCCN



Niagara 
Children’s 
Centre Birth to 
School Start 
Speech-
Language 
Pathology 
Referral Form 
for QCCN



Submitting your 
Referral

1) Secure Online 
Referral Portal

2) Mail or Fax in 
the Referral 
Form and the 
Checklist













Next Steps
•Intake Coordinators 

–Receive the referral and review it
–Reach out to the family to get additional 

information needed for the file
–Schedule an assessment

You can check on the status of your 
referral by calling our Intake Coordinators.



Resource Consultants
•Resource Consultants (RC) will now use a 

different form via the portal
– See: Local Community Partners Form/Portal

– Key differences:

• RCs to use Occupational Therapy (OT) / 
Physiotherapy (PT) specific checklist 
– Both RC and Educator info used to make appropriate 

additional referrals

• RC checklist prompts conversation with family about 
physician referral for diagnostics



The Primary Goals of the Niagara Children’s Centre 
Birth to School Start Speech-Language Pathology 
Referral Checklist
• ‘Early identification, early referral’ 
•Healthy promotion and enhancement of speech 

and language skills for ALL children



Speech & 
Language 
Tracking 
Sheet



DPS and 
Speech & 
Language 
Tracking 
Sheet



Service Provision



Service Provision Process 
•Approximately one hour in length
• Parent/guardian present 
•Conducted at Niagara Children’s Centre, one of our 

satellite locations or virtually
• Formal and/or informal analysis
• Educator input welcomed (with parent/guardian 

permission call, attend the session)
• Parent/guardian is always provided with home 

strategies (ask for them)
• Secondary referrals are made with parent/guardian 

permission



Speech and Language Facilitation Strategies

Interactive experience: observe and analyze video 
of an educator and child

Strategy development









Self Reflection

During your next experience with a child, think of 
the Checklist, be mindful of the interaction and 
information strategies you may or may not be using, 
and capture the moments to join in play - even if 
briefly - and look for opportunities to do so!
•How can you create more opportunities to interact 

with children? 



Resources

• QCCN Resources and Tools 
https://eccdc.org/quality-child-care-niagara//resources-tools

• Niagara Children’s Centre
https://niagarachildrenscentre.com/

• Niagara Children’s Centre Referral Portal 
https://assessment.caredove.com/form/niagarachildrenscentre/preschool-speech-
language

• QCCN Frequently Asked Questions
https://eccdc.org/quality-child-care-niagara/faqs/

• The Hanen Centre® 
https://www.hanen.org/Home.aspx



Questions?

Contact: 

Priyanka Tan, QCCN Coordinator
ptan@eccdc.org
905.646.7311 ext. 306


