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Immunization Recommendations for Child Care Providers 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Where can I receive the recommended immunizations? 
 

Immunizations can be received by booking an appointment with your health care provider or a 
Niagara Region Public Health (NRPH) immunization clinic. For more information on the NRPH 
clinics visit: https://niagararegion.ca/health/vaccinations/general/default.aspx 
 

2. What birth years were eligible to receive routine school-based hepatitis B vaccine? 
 
All individuals born in or after 1978 were eligible for Ontario’s school-based hepatitis B program, 
first introduced in 1994, either through a grade 7 program or a high school catch-up program. 
The program used a 3-dose series from 1994 until the year 2000, when a 2-dose schedule was 
introduced (for those born in 1988 or later). 

 
3. What birth years are eligible to receive varicella vaccine offered as a publicly funded 

vaccine? 
 

All individuals born in or after 2000 are eligible for 2 doses of the publicly funded varicella 
vaccine.  

 
4. What is the difference between a Td vaccine and a Tdap vaccine? 

 
Td vaccine contains tetanus and diphtheria components, whereas Tdap vaccine contains 
tetanus, diphtheria and acellular pertussis components. Pertussis vaccine is not available on its 
own and is currently only available in combination with tetanus and diphtheria. Pertussis vaccine 
protects against whooping cough. 

 
5. How do we manage new staff and existing staff with these newest recommendations? 

 
 Owners/operators are not to combine old and new recommendations:  

 Current existing staff members have until January 1, 2018 to meet the new 
recommendations. Old recommendations are in effect until the end of 2017 for existing 
staff members, allowing time for these staff members to meet the new recommendations. 

 All new staff who are hired on or after the date of this memo are to follow the new 
recommendations upon starting employment at a child care centre.  

 
6. Will I have to pay to receive these vaccines? 

 
This depends on the vaccine. Contact NRPH first to review eligibility criteria and associated 
costs. This is important when looking at vaccines for hepatitis B, varicella, or meningococcal 
disease. 

 
7. Where can I find out more about the vaccines? 

 
Vaccine facts sheets can be found on the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care website. Learn 
more at http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/public/publications/pub_immun.aspx. You can also 
contact your health care provider or NRPH for more information. 
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